Cholesteryl esters in human gallbladder bile and mucosa.
Cholesteryl esters, identified by thin-layer and gas-liquid chromatography followed by mass spectroscopy in a few cases, were found in all human bile samples analysed. The amount varied extensively both in absolute concentration and when expressed as a percentage of the total cholesterol present. In about 30% of samples, the percentage of ester exceeded 4% of total cholesterol but there was no clear association with the presence of cholesterol gallstones or pigment stones, nor was there any association with the lithogenicity of bile.